Giant hemangiomas: effects of size and type of surgical procedure on postoperative outcome.
Controversies still exist regarding the management of giant hemangiomas. The purpose of this study was to evaluate in a retrospective manner the effects of size and type of surgical procedures on early postoperative results. Between January 2000 and January 2011, a total of 82 patients underwent surgery. Patients were divided into 2 groups; according to size (Group 1 >10cm and Group 2 ≤10cm) and the selected operative procedure. When the patients were compared according to size of the lesions, the operation time was significantly longer (p=0.01) and the amount of blood loss was significantly higher (p=0.04) in hemangiomas >10cm. If the patients were compared according to type of the surgical procedure, hepatic resection was more frequently preferred in bilobar and left lobe localized lesions, whereas enucleation was significantly more chosen in lesions localized to the right lobe (p=0.01). Size of the hemangioma did not alter selection of the surgical procedure in this series. Larger hemangiomas are associated with longer operation time and more blood loss. Surgical results after enucleation and resection are similar. Although enucleation seems preferable, it is not an easy procedure, and may result in severe bleeding.